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Remembering David and Emma: A Year Later
Chris Russ

Campus Co-Editor

Jan. 17 was the one-year anniversary of the tragic plane crash
that took the lives of of Hope
College students David Otai and
Emma Biagioni. In a service in
the Martha Miller Center chaplains Paul Boersma and Kate
Davelar led students in honoring
Biagioni and Otai’s memory.
Following a religious tradition, students wrote words on
stones that described qualities
they admired in Biagioni and
Otai. By night’s end dozens of
stones with words such as “Joy,”
“Light,” “Faith,” and “Passion”
filled the space in front of photos
of the two.
Earlier this month, the National Transportation Safety
Board published its probable
cause report that documented
findings following the crash investigation. The report cited the
presence of heavy fog and a lack
of experience flying in difficult
weather conditions as the causes
of the crash.

After
last
year’s accident,
Alfredo
Gonzales,
associate provost and
dean of international
and
multicultural
education, volunteered to accompany Otai’s
body back to his
hometown
of
Nairobi, Kenya.
Gonzales recalled conversations he shared
with Otai during his time at
Hope in which
Photo by Katy Carlson
they discussed
In Memorial— The Hope community came together Monday to celebrate
his plans for the
and remember the lives of Emma Biagioni and David Otai. Chaplain Kate Davefuture. Coming
laar led students in reflection on the lives of their lost classmates.
into the college,
he had just finished flight school.
Gonzales described his expe- my own life, and yet perhaps the
In addition to being a pilot, he rience traveling to Kenya as be- most rewarding one, because
wanted to graduate with a deep ing both difficult and fulfilling.
you have an opportunity to meet
level of theological understand“It was perhaps one of the people and make a connection.”
ing. He wished to use the knowl- hardest things I have ever done,
The trip from Holland to
edge he acquired at Hope to help certainly one of the most diffi- Otai’s hometown was a disjointhim in a career as a missionary.
cult moments or experiences of ed one. The body was initially

transported to Lansing and then
to Detroit. From there, the next
flight traveled to Amsterdam,
and from Amsterdam to the final destination of Nairobi, Kenya. There, Gonzales met Otai’s
mother, sister and brother-inlaw after a late arrival at Nairobi
International Airport.
“I took a bag full of sympathy
cards and expressions of love
and condolences from our students, faculty and staff. There
were many people both in and
outside of the Hope community
who had taken time to write. I
also took a journal-like book, in
which students who knew David
had written memories of meeting him, of being with him and
of being classmates,” Gonzales
said.
“So I delivered all those
things to the family, and you can
not imagine what this was for his
mother to be able to read what
other students had to say about
her son. She didn’t know Hope
students but through the expressions of love by Hope students,
see Gonzales, page 2

Veritas: finding true community College recognizes Hope
faculty for excellence

Madalyn Muncy
Campus Co-Editor

Hope College celebrated Veritas Forum Jan. 13-16 with lectures, round-table discussions,
chapel services and concerts.
Hundreds of students participated in the forum, with a theme
entitled, “True Community,
True Selves.”
The mission of Veritas 2011
was to provoke questions on
desires for true friendship and
community in light of everchanging technologies that connect us. How do we continue to
experience authentic friendship
and identity in a world where
impersonal branding and the
virtual world are overtaking reality?
The Veritas Forum began at
Harvard University in 1992.
Veritas, which means “truth” in
Latin, was a way for students to
think about what the school was
founded on. Dozens of campuses across the US and abroad
have taken on Harvard’s Veritas
model, having their own conversations about the truth of Jesus
Christ in the world today.
Opening the forum on Jan.
13, keynote speaker Prof. Mark
Husbands of the Hope College
Religion Department, gave an

Madalyn Muncy
Campus Co-Editor

Photo by Gretchen Baldwin

Jam Session— Andrew Fleck (’11) and David Caplan (’11)

were one of the eight student groups opening for The Welcome Wagon, part of Veritas activities on Saturday.
address entitled “Friendship,
Knowledge and Love: What
Emerging Adults Should Learn
from Gandalf, Augustine, and
Milosz” where he challenged
students to ponder the “responsibility to live well within history
while inhibiting a disenchanted
world where walking away from
faith is an option.”
Husbands’ address centered
on the faith challenges facing
emerging adults (18-29 year-olds
who are not financially independent) and what we can learn
from Gandalf, Augustine and
Milosz in terms of true commu-
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nity, friendship and faith.
“According to Augustine, you
may only come to know who you
are in community,” said Husbands.
Continuing the theme of community and identity, Felicia
Song, a cultural sociologist and
professor at Louisiana State University, spoke at chapel on Jan.
14. Her message was similar to
Husbands’.
“Dr. Song’s lesson was a great
reminder of how we should treat
all people with respect and see
the presence of God in all
see Veritas, page 2

Hope College’s spring 2011
semester began with recognition of faculty who have gone
beyond their jobs in teaching,
service and scholarship during
the annual recognition luncheon
on Jan. 10.
Eight members of the faculty
were presented with awards.
Ernest Cole, assistant professor of English was named
a “Towsley Research Scholar,”
which garners him support for
his project on post-civil war Sierra Leone. Cole hopes to complete a book with his four-year
grant.
“Janet L. Andersen Excellence in Teaching Awards” were
presented to Tom Smith, professor of management, and Jeff Tyler, professor of religion. These
awards are presented to faculty
members who have taught at
Hope for at least seven years and
have demonstrated excellence in
aspects of teaching.
Recognizing members of the
Hope faculty who are superior
teachers and who have also contributed to some other aspect
of professional life, the “Ruth

Tucson Shooting Update— Rep. Giffords
upgraded to serious condition.
Page 3
Got a story idea? Let us know at anchor@hope.edu, or call us at 395-7877.

and John Reed Faculty Achievement Awards” were presented
to Annie Dandavati, professor
of political science and director
of women’s studies, and Chuck
Green, professor of psychology
and director of the Phelps Scholars Program.
Dandavati has been highly involved in study-abroad programs
in Mexico, Chile and Rwanda,
and does research in comparative politics, Latin American
politics and gender. This past
fall, she was named director of
the international studies major.
“I am both humbled and
thrilled with this award. I am
thoroughly enjoying the experience of being a professor and
working with students, colleagues and others at Hope
College,” said Dandavati of her
award.
The “Provost’s Awards for
Service to the Academic Program,” presented to individuals
who have provided special contributions to the academic program outside of formal teaching,
were given to David Klooster,
professor of English, and Mary
Inman, professor of psychology.
Susan Cherup, professor of
see Recognition, page 2

Happy New Year!— A look at how 2011 was
welcomed around the world.
Page 5
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Veritas provokes dialogue Gonzales shares story of trip
through words, art, music to Kenya, meeting Otai family

This Week at Hope
Thursday
History Colloquium

January 19, 2011

Jan. 20

4 p.m., Maas Conference. Presented
by Professor Jeanne Petit.

w Veritas, from page 1

Open Mic Night

people. If we do this, we’ll become a stronger community,”
said Mindy Carlson (’13) of
Song’s impact.
Ken Myers, host and producer of the Mars Hill Audio
Journal spoke to students and
faculty Friday evening with an
address entitled “In the Image
of Our Devices: How Technologies Shape Our Picture of Human Identity.” Myers focused on
how the digital world we live in
shapes our definitions of identity and community.
Following Myers’ address
was a student coffeehouse, complete with poetry, song and free
coffee. While listening to their
talented colleagues, students
had the opportunity to add
their own dialogue to the forum
in the form of art on canvas or
words on a discussion board.
Veritas activities opened on
Saturday, Jan. 15 with a final
keynote address by Song. Entitled “Web 2.0 and the Ironies
of Being Connected,” Song focused on what sociological data
reveals about how our digital
culture affects community and
friendship.
A panel discussion followed
Song’s address, with Husbands,
Myers, Song and Dr. Edward
Song, assistant professor of

6:30 p.m., Fried-Hemenway Auditorium. Students are invited to perform
original poems, writings or songs about
social justice.

Friday
Jan. 21
Hypnotist Fredrick Winters
8:30 p.m., Maas Auditorium. Presented by SAC.

Saturday
Jan. 22
Senior Sequence Workshop

10 a.m. - 2 p.m., register by Wed. Jan.
19 by contacting Career Services.

In Brief
Scholarship Essay
contest
Hope juniors are invited to
take part in the 6th annual Laszlo
Tokes Award essay contest. This
award includes two scholarships
of $750 to the best essays. The
topic is of the student’s choosing
but must address a current issue or
world situation from a Christian
perspective including, but not
limited to poverty, race relations,
healthcare, war, consumerism,
HIV/AIDS and marriage. To
learn more, visit the Crossroads
webpage of the Hope website.
Entries are due Feb. 25.

philosophy at Louisiana State
University, participating and
Dr. James Herrick, professor
of communication at Hope facilitating. The panel members
offered their reflections on the
theme of the forum and how it
related to their field of study, as
well as answered questions.
Students also participated
in the Veritas Forum in a paper presentation. Divided into
three separate sessions, nine
Hope Students offered their
own interpretation of the Veritas theme. From topics strictly
on the church to how Facebook
impacts community, Hope students added their own research
and viewpoints to the discussion.
Hope’s student-run literary
magazine, Opus, also published
a special edition in which student writers were encouraged
to submit creative work going
along with the Veritas theme.
Veritas continued in song,
with The Welcome Wagon
headlining opening groups of
Hope students. Eight student
groups were allotted eight minutes each to explore the forum
theme in the form of song,
dance and short film.
Concluding the forum was
Sunday’s Gathering, with reflections by Trygve Johnson,
dean of the chapel.

w Gonzales, from page 1

faculty and others, I think I was
able to at least represent in some
small way, that which I think is
Hope College.”
Gonzales spent five days in
Kenya, meeting with and spending time with Otai’s family. He
said the remarkable generosity
and hospitality shown to him
even while Otai’s family was in
pain was striking. Gonzales also
attended a visitation, a memorial church service and the internment at a local cemetery.
“I had never met anyone from
his family, so for me it was new.
There is obviously the awkwardness of meeting people for the
first time, but it took but a short
time before I got to know the
family and I must say, that they
were very gracious, extremely
hospitable and very grateful to
Hope College. I think they understood why David Otai loved
Hope the way he did.”
The trip cemented for Gonzales the importance of cultivating

a diverse and close knit community at Hope.
“I would say to the Hope community that I am grateful that
they not only opened the doors
in welcoming an academic student, but certainly also by opening their hearts,” Gonzales said.
“There is unimaginable challenge for international students,
and it is important for us to be
hospitable and to be gracious.
I think that if we can do those
things for those we do not know,
I think we represent that which
our Lord is calling us to do, to
love our neighbor in the same
way that we love ourselves,”
Gonzales stated.
Gonzales continued, praising
the mission of Hope: “I think
that in having a presence of international students coming to
Hope, we are living the mission
of the college, which is to educate students for lives of leadership and service in a global society.”

What would you ask the
president?
No, not President Obama, President Bultman. The Anchor
is interviewing President Bultman, and we want your
questions! This is your chance to ask those questions that
have been pestering you for months.

Email
anchor@hope.edu
with your questions by Sunday, January 23!
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beyond the call of duty
w Recognition, from page 1
education, was presented with
the “Academic Computing Advisory Team Innovation Award,”
which recognizes faculty who
exemplify innovation and ingenuity in the application of
technology to the academic program.
Cherup has played an intricate leadership role in blending
classroom technology into the
department of education’s curriculum, helping to prepare students to graduate with skills that
will help them succeed as teachers. She has conducted research
and traveled to K-12 schools and
colleges throughout the US, allowing her to infuse technology
into the education department,
beginning in 1993. Their success led to the department being
recognized by receiving the International Society for Technology in Education Distinguished
Achievement Award.
Of her research and role in
developing the education department’s technological methods, Cherup said, “Today the
Education Department’s Student Technology Team continues to mentor students and professors in using technology for

teaching and learning. Based on
survey results over the past five
years from student teachers who
stated that there was little technology available in their schools,
the Traveling Technology Toolkit was developed to meet this
need.”
Cherup continued, “Student
teachers can sign out technology resources to use in their
classrooms providing leadership
roles for our student teachers
and enhanced learning for their
students.
Student teachers have reported that principals have sought
their opinions on the use and
value of educational technology,
and cooperating teachers have
appreciated learning new technologies.”
Cherup was honored by the
award. “Receiving the ACAT
award was a total surprise to me
and gave me a very good feeling,”
she said.
The dedication and brilliance
of Hope professors continues to
remind us that Hope is a great
place to develop relationships
with faculty and learn both inside and outside of the classroom.
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Gifford’s condition upgraded to ‘serious’
Matt Lee
Co-national Editor

TUCSON, Ariz. – Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords’ condition
improved to serious and Sunday
she was breathing without
a ventilator, said a hospital
spokesman.
Giffords
was
wounded in an assassination
attempt Jan. 8 after a gunman
opened fire on a group of people
attending her rally outside a
grocery store in Tucson.
Doctors decided to upgrade
Giffords’ condition from critical
because the tracheotomy done
a day earlier went well, and
Giffords was breathing on her
own, hospital spokeswoman
Katie Riley told MSNBC.
Though she is breathing on
her own doctors have decided
to leave a breathing tube in as a
precautionary measure. Giffords
also has a feeding tube to provide
nutrition. Doctors will be able to
assess her speaking ability once
the breathing tube is out.
“Her recovery continues as
planned,” the hospital said in an
issued statement. Giffords is at
the University Medical Center
in Tucson. One of the victims of
the shooting was released from
the hospital earlier this week
while two others remain in good
condition.
On Friday, neurosurgeon Dr.
Michael Lemole told MSNBC

doctors are “actually confident”
about the progress she’s making
in her recovery.
Trauma chief Dr. Peter Rhee

setbacks. She’s progressing at a
good speed for this time period.
Even overnight, she’s made
significant progress,” Rhee said.

Photo Courtesy of the Associated Press

In Remembrance— Matt Richardson lights a candle at Capitol Hill in Washington on to
remember those affected by the shooting in Arizona. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords was shot in the
head by a gunman who opened fire Jan. 8 in Tucson, killing a federal judge and five others and
wounding 19.
told MSNBC cable Friday
that Giffords’ recovery is “on
schedule.”
“She is progressing normally
without any complications or

Giffords has been able to sit
up and dangle her legs on the
edge of the hospital bed while
moving limbs in response to
commands.

Tunisia overthrows president
Aftan Snyder
Co-national Editor

“Citizens, sons and daughters
of our country of Tunis…I appeal
to all of you…to fight for the
national interest and to respect
the army’s command and the
national security in security
matters, and to preserve private

president, Zine El Abidine
Ben Ali, fled the country amid
widespread riots.
Clashes in Tunisia began as
early as last December, when
a young man set fire to himself
because officials barred him
from selling vegetables without
permission.
This
sparked
widespread rioting and an

Photo Courtesy of the Associated Press

Government Turnover— A man walks past a billboard
of former Tunisian President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali Jan. 13.
and public property and to bring
the return of peace and security
in the hearts of the citizens.”
Fouad
Mebazza,Tunisia’s
former parliamentary speaker
and now acting president, made
this statement at a conference on
Saturday. Mebazza was sworn
in as acting president after the
country’s longtime authoritarian

But moving forward, Rhee
expects changes to be less
dramatic than they’ve been this
week. “We’ll see a lot of things

escalation of what had been
a
grass-roots
organization
frustrated over poor living
conditions, high unemployment
and government corruption and
repression.
Marchers called for Ben Ali’s
removal, but violence continued
on Friday when police fired tear
gas into a crowd in the capital

of Tunis. Ben Ali dissolved the
government and declared a state
of emergency.
Then, in accordance with
the
Tunisian
constitution,
Prime Minister Mohammed
Ghannouchi announced that
he had taken over as president
because Ben Ali couldn’t
perform his duties. Further
rioting protested this move,
but
Ghannouchi
appealed
for calm and said that the
president’s return to Tunisia was
“impossible.”
Under constitutional law
Mebazza, as parliament speaker,
assumed interim presidency
as Ghannouchi was named
the prime minister in what is
now a temporary government.
Official elections to determine
a presidency will be held within
60 days, although opposition
leaders are meeting with
Ghannouchi to determine the
possibility of the formation of a
unity government.
Ben Ali and his family sought
refuge in Saudi Arabia, where
they have been welcomed by
the Saudi Arabian King. “The
government of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia announces that
it stands fully by the Tunisian
people, wishing, by God’s will,
its people will stand solid to
overcome this difficult phase in
its history,” the Saudi royal court
said in a statement.

in the next two months,” the
surgeon said on MSNBC cable
Friday. “Then the changes will
be more subtle for the next year
... and after that.”

Lemole told MSNBC that
after days of pushing for caution,
“We’re wise to acknowledge
miracles.”
Doctors believe the bullet
fired by gunman Jared Laughnor
pierced the front of Giffords’
head and exited the back, slicing
the left side of the brain which
controls speech abilities and
muscles on the right side of the
body.
MSNBC reports that had
he bullet damaged both sides
of the brain or struck the brain
stem, which connects to the
spinal cord, the outcome would
likely be worse — extensive
permanent damage, vegetative
state or death.
“It’s still too early to tell
the extent of damage Giffords
suffered, but experts say it’s rare
for people with gunshot wounds
to the head to regain all of their
abilities. Damage to the left
side of the brain can result in
memory loss, difficulty reading
and hand-eye coordination
problems,” MSNBC reported in
a recent article.
The path which the bullet
struck Giffords’ brain and the
quick and immediate medical
response meant the difference
between life and death according
to her doctors and brain
experts.

Health care update in brief
WASHINGTON (AP) —
As lawmakers shaken by the
shooting of a colleague return
to the health care debate, an
Associated Press-GfK poll finds
raw feelings over President
Barack Obama’s overhaul have
subsided.
Ahead of a vote on repeal in
the GOP-led House this week,
strong opposition to the law
stands at 30 percent, close to the
lowest level registered in APGfK surveys dating to September
2009.
The nation is divided over
the law, but the strength and
intensity of the opposition
appear diminished. The law
expands coverage to more than
30 million uninsured, and would

require, for the first time, that
most people in the United States
carry health insurance.
The poll finds that 40
percent of those surveyed said
they support the law, while 41
percent oppose it. Just after
the November congressional
elections, opposition stood at
47 percent and support was 38
percent.
As for repeal, only about one
in four say they want to do away
with the law completely. Among
Republicans support for repeal
has dropped sharply, from 61
percent after the elections to 49
percent now.

Judge rules AIG bailout OK
PORT HURON, Mich. (AP) A federal judge in Michigan
has
dismissed
a
lawsuit
challenging the bailout of
American International Group
on religious grounds.
An Ypsilanti man claimed
the United States should not
have bailed out AIG because the
insurance giant sells international
financial products specifically
tailored to Islamic principles.
But after more than two years of
litigation, a judge said Friday that
such products are not a result of
direct government action and

represent just a fraction of AIG’s
revenue.
U.S. District Judge Lawrence
Zatkoff in Port Huron says the
bailout is not an “excessive
entanglement with religion.” He
says it’s not comparable to tax
dollars going directly to a church
or religious institution.
An Ann Arbor law group that
takes cases on behalf of Christian
causes says it will appeal.
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Expression is key for [undefined]movers
Caitlin Klask
Arts Co-Editor

An Exhibition of Drawing
Depree Art Gallery, free admission

Student-run contemporary
dance group [undefined]movers
pleased crowds at the KnickerThursday
Jan. 20 bocker Theatre on Friday night.
Heart Raid, 7 p.m.
From the lively jazz routines to
AIDS awareness - music & art
expressive modern pieces, the
feat. Stationary Travelers
dancers gave the audience much
Lemonjello’s Cafe
to think about.
The company consists of
Friday
Jan. 21 members Kristen Benner (’11),
Climate Refugees, 6 p.m.
Mary Cantor (’11), Chelsea
Movie at Holland Park Theatre
Harkelroad (’11), Jessica Kohnen
General: $20 Students: $10
(’11), Michael Parmelee (’12),
Stephanie Rankin (’12), Sarah
Stern (’11), and Janae Stewart (’11).
“Our vision is to combine
various art forms in order
to create performance art
that enriches the community and develops mature
and innovative minds,” says
[undefined]movers’ website.
“We are looking to blaze our
own trail and set off on a
journey where few have ventured.”
Indeed, the group has its
own vision and goal. Friday
night’s show demonstrated
not only the students’ excellent dance technique but
their passion for the art, as
well.
“After Hours” – the first
piece of the night – came
equipped with a live band of
Hope College students to acPhoto courtesy of [ud]m website company the dancers, including Michael Bass (’13), Kin

Fong (’13), Michael Reynolds
(’13), and James Sa (’12). Each
dancer had a solo that showcased
her individual style. The use
of improvisation was stressed;
while some sections were composed or choreographed beforehand, there were moments of
pure inventiveness in both the
dance and the music.
Other pieces contained important symbolism, such as the
paper sculptures in “Ora Con
Te.” The scene features two
dancers, often mimicking one
another in movement and facial
expression.
The lights go dark and the
blank, white, paper sculpture is
seen on stage in a familiar position, representing the sudden
loss of an important character.
Possibly, the dancers are searching for and sometimes losing
faith and spirituality, which relates to the title “Ora Con Te,”
meaning “pray with you.”
The fourth piece is entitled
“She” and features music from
a live saxophonist, Caleb Murray (’12), whose jazzy styled
music gave a fresh perspective
to the contemporary dancing by
Harkelroad and Parmalee. Their
grace in movement was astounding; they lifted one another with
ease. “From all parts of her body
shall shine radiant intelligence,
bringing to the world the message of the thoughts and aspirations of thousands of women,”
reads a quote from Isadora Dun-

Photo courtesy of [ud]m website

expression through movement— Chelsea Harkelroad (’11) performs her piece “You Say” with the other
[undefined]movers at a show in Fort Wayne, Ind. last summer.
can in the program for “She.”
Another piece had an interesting wardrobe concept. The
dancers wore bandeaus with
sheer attachments tied around
their waists. As the dance went
on, the emotion became deeper
and the attachments fell like curtains, draping the dancers’ midsections and provoking a flowing
feel for the rest of the piece.
The
performers
of
[undefined]movers attempt to
create a different style of dance
company at Hope College.
Whereas other companies are
directed by faculty and affiliated specifically with the dance
department, [undefined]movers
seems to be just that - unde-

fined.
Their free-spirited attitudes
and student choreographed routines give the [undefined]movers
means for direct expression of
their creative abilities. While
students cannot perform for
both InSync Dance Theatre and
dANCEpROjECt
throughout
one year, they can still perform
with [undefined]movers to their
hearts’ content.
The [undefined]movers’ mission statement expresses that
the dancers simply could not
wait until after graduation to
create such a company. After
Friday night’s show, audiences
must agree: [undefined]movers
came just in time.

Looking ahead: Knickerbocker Spring Film Series lineup
Caitlin Klask
Arts Co-Editor

So you have a problem. The
Golden Globes have passed, the
Oscars are approaching, and all
you have seen this year is “Inception,” and maybe “The Social
Network,” too.

Broaden your horizons! The
Knickerbocker Theatre offers a
well-selected slew of independent films this season, just for
you.
If you did watch the Golden
Globes, you saw that “The Illusionist” was nominated for best

animated feature film. The other
films have received their own
share of recognition, too.
With a modest student price
of only $5, these films have plenty to offer. Take a walk downtown to the Knickerbocker Theatre and see for yourself.

“The Illusionist”

A victim of recent times, Tatischeff the magician is finding his magic acts overshadowed by rock bands and other
more popular shows. Alice, a girl he meets along the way,
still has faith in the aging man. While Tatischeff wants to
impress the young girl who supports him, he finds himself
short of the funds necessary to put on a “good show.” Sylvian
Chomet directs this enthralling animated tale.

“Another Year”

This indie dramedy follows medical counselor Gerri
and her geologist husband Tom, a typically happy
couple. The film shows a year of birth, death, tragedy,
unhappiness and more. Jim Broadbent, Lesley Manville, and Ruth Sheen star, and Mike Leigh writes/
directs (“Happy-Go-Lucky,” “Vera Drake,” “Secrets &
Lies”).
March 14-19
Showings every night at 7:30 p.m.

April 4-9
Showings every night at 7:30 p.m.
Photos courtesy of IMDB.com

“Last Train Home”

Chinese-Canadian director Lixin Fan takes viewers to
China as 130 million peasants migrate to the city for work.
They leave their families 1,000 miles behind, only returning once each year. But what happens when a family travels
home to find that their teenage daughter, Qin, is not happy
to see them? “Last Train Home” is in Mandarin Chinese
with English subtitles.
Jan. 17-22
Showings every night at 7:30 p.m.

“Waste Land”

The only documentary this spring, “Waste Land” follows Vik Muniz from Brooklyn to Rio de Janiro and
the world’s biggest garbage dump. He visits the garbage pickers there - who call themselves “catadores”
- and plans to paint them. But while he creates his
art, he realizes just how lively, compassionate and
often gloomy the catadores become.
Feb. 4-5
Showings every night at 7:30 p.m.
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It’s 2011 already?
Billions of people all over the world stayed awake to watch the year 2011
roll in as the last moments of 2010 ticked by. With the blink of an eye, the
clock struck midnight and the year of “twenty-ten” slipped away.
As always, Kiribati, an island nation located in the Pacific Ocean, was the
first country to welcome in the New Year.
Shortly after, over 1 million people watched the “Make Your Mark”
fireworks show go off in the Sydney Harbor when the New Year reached
Australian coasts. Eleven hours later, the French celebrated la Saint-Sylvestre and snacked on foie gras at le Réveillon de la Saint-Sylvestre feasts.
In Chile, families prepared food and celebrated the day with each other.
Later, as the skies darkened for the final time in 2010, thousands gather
in the capital city, Santiago, to watch the countdown to midnight.
When the New Year finally hit the U.S. east coast, over a million people
were gathered in New York’s Times Square to watch the iconic, glittering
ball drop to the ground at midnight. They were joined by millions of
viewers who tuned in to watch America’s most famous New Year’s Eve
Celebration. Not far from the heart of the Big Apple, a much smaller
crowd, though no less excited, gathered in Seaside Heights, N.J. to see
the “Jersey Shore” star, Nicole “Snooki” Polizzi, lowered in her own New
Year’s Eve ball.
Finally the New Year hit the Independent State of Samoa and 2011 had
officially swept over the entire world.
Here in the snowglobe of southwest Michigan, the New Year carried with
it a chance for a more prosperous year, one dearly needed in a state
afflicted by economic and social woes.
The mark of a new year holds a different meaning to each person. For
some, it is a fresh start at life, a chance to wipe the slate clean and forget
the previous year. For others it is a way to reflect on the past year and
move into the new one with resolutions to make it even better.
By the time Sunday, Jan. 9, had rolled around, and students flooded
quickly back into the residence halls of Hope College, many of those New
Year’s resolutions had already been broken. Nevertheless, with 2011
underway, anticipation of a better, brighter, safe, prosperous and
extremely fun year still hold strong. The new year, whether in the distant
hills of Kiribati or right here in the halls of Hope College, promises
another 12months of fresh starts and new opportunities.

It’s a New Year. It’s a new you. Welcome to 2011.

Photo courtesy of Associated Press
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When I was in elementary school I regularly attended a youth group at my
local church. I vividly remember a couple of the group leaders taking me off to
the side one time and asking me, “Have you ever been saved?”
My initial reaction was panic. What does being saved mean? If I say no will
they kick me out? Am I in trouble? Luckily, they saw the confusion on my face
and explained what they meant.
Quickly I scrambled possible salvation situations through my mind. I had
it! A few months earlier I was delivering papers and a mean looking German
Shepard was staring me down a few houses ahead. He had no leash, no collar
and I’d never seen him before.
I froze. He looked like he wanted to eat me. The first thing that came to
mind was to pray. “Please God, don’t let this dog attack me,” I thought. As if by
miracle, the dog suddenly turned around and walked away.
This was the first time I truly believed in God.
Over the next decade I wrestled with the idea of God’s existence. I had plenty of evidence supporting both sides. Eventually the issue fell into the shadows
of my mind.
A year ago it came back full force.
A year ago Hope College lost two great people.
A year ago hundreds of students were robbed of a close friend.
David Otai and Emma Biagioni were amazing people. There are no words
that can describe the magnitude of grief their passing a year ago brought to so
many people.
I didn’t know Emma very well. We were both part of the Anchor staff last
year but that amount of interaction was all I had with her. Even in that short
amount of time, I could tell she was a kind, passionate person who loved every
day of her life.
Sadly, I didn’t spend enough time with her to truly get to know her. Guessing as to what she was like on a daily basis would not do her justice. Those who
did truly know her will do her justice.
David, on the other hand, quickly became a friend of mine. In the short
time span of one semester David and I went from not knowing each other to
visiting each other’s houses, bonding over video games and sharing countless
stories of life.
My favorite memory of David is walking with him to class one day. We started at the Multicultural Lounge on the first floor of Martha Miller. Our Communication 101 class was in one of the upstairs classrooms in Martha Miller. It
took us 10 minutes.
Nearly everybody that walked past us either said “Hi,” hugged David, highfived him, told him something real quick or simply shook his hand. Reflecting
back on it after his passing, I realized that David was much more than himself.
An aspiring missionary pilot in Africa, David had everybody but himself
in mind. This was why, a year ago, my years of turmoil with God’s existence
was abruptly solved: Without a shadow of a doubt, God must exist, if not, why
would two honorable people parish? He obviously has a plan for them much
more important than anything they could accomplish on Earth.
Lest we forget Emma and David a year later.

A few days ago a friend and I were
discussing how strange it was to realize
that almost one year ago we departed for
our second semester abroad. Has it really been so long? Where did the time
go? And what did I actually do within that
time span?
I feel like most of my college career was
built up in preparation for my year in Jordan and in Scotland. Now that the year
is over, my thoughts turn to the second
largest epoch of my college career: graduation. For those of you who aren’t seniors
and would really prefer not to read yet
another article about graduation – tough
luck. Go sit in a corner and spend a few
minutes, a few days, a few years preparing yourself for the job search, the mental assembly of skills, the knowledge that
you won’t always live in such a comfortable college bubble. If you don’t do this,
then graduation will sneak up behind you
and yell “BOO!” really loudly in your ear.
No one likes that.
So I’ve spent a considerable amount
of time wondering what I should do after college. Should I take whatever job I
can get? Should I move to DC? Should I
go back to Palestine and try to work in a
peace program there? Is there one right
choice?
I struggled with this a lot last semester. How do I know which path will be
the path God wants me to take? What if I
choose incorrectly? Will my path be less
blessed because of it?
Finally I went to Campus Ministries
and had a chat with Tryg. He gave me
some great advice: I can serve God well
in whatever stage or place in life I’m at.

It’s not about picking the “right” path;
perhaps there isn’t one. Maybe it’s more
about what God and I do together on that
path, and this can make a path right or
wrong.
As for jobs, Tryg advised, try some
different ones on for size. He told me I
should walk around for a week envisioning myself riding the DC metro, hitting
up museums, working in an office. Or I
could envision myself at an NGO in Palestine, learning more Arabic, doling out
supplies. Which scenario excites me
the most? Which one do I resonate with
more?
I’m still searching for answers, but
right now I’m really excited about Washington DC. And God has opened a few
doors for me that seem to point that direction.
This is the second week of my last semester. Graduation is a few months away.
I’m kind of scared. But I felt that way before my time abroad too. A year and a half
ago I had no idea what to expect, I didn’t
know the streets of my future cities, I
didn’t know whom I would be friends
with.
Nevertheless, my time abroad was an
adventure. I saw some incredible places,
met some beautiful people, and learned
a lot about myself and God. I know the
same will be true post-graduation. And
despite my fears I’m looking forward to
the next adventure.
Aftan really loves winter and wants to
play in the snow all the time, but professors seem to think she should do homework instead. What is this, college or
something?

Surely you MUST have an opinion.
Come on Hope College. Share it with us.

Can you write?
The Anchor needs writers! (i.e.: the Sports section is desperate!)
Come to The Anchor office at 6 p.m. on Sundays.
You’ll be one step closer to getting published in The Anchor.

Mail letters to the Editors. Period.
(500 words max).
anchor@hope.edu.

For more information, email
anchor@hope.edu
or any one of the section editors (names listed below).
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Second semester begins with a lot of the
same routines: students buy their books,
scramble to change their schedule, and try to
stuff their closet with the boxes of clothing
they got for Christmas. Friends reunite and
scream (mainly Dykstra) as if three weeks really was an eternity.
They’ll naturally ask each other how their
breaks were. Questions about how the vacation went becomes just as, if not equally, as
common as a simple hello.
It’s the one time of the year that students all
across campus can ask a question to anybody,
and nine times out of ten get a response that is
more than just the standard “great.”
Instead they’d tell you about their favorite Christmas present and their least favorite,
such as the ugly scarf from Aunt Jo. They’ll
tell you how they slept past noon each day.
They’ll tell you about the friends they saw, the
nasty spill they had while skiing last week, or
their trip to Times Square for New Year.
And the sad part is that for the majority of
us, that’s the most information we will learn
about many people across campus during
the school year.
Before you glare at my words and flip to
the sports page, let me explain:
I’m not referring to the friend that you
poured out your soul to last month at LJs.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m sure that throughout the semester you’ll have plenty of indepth one-on one discussion with a lot of
your close friends.
The person you won’t learn more about is
that one guy who sat in the back right corner
of Soc. 101. I’m talking about the basketball
player you did your psych 100 project with.
I’m talking about the girl in the purple sweatshirt you haven’t seen since Bible study last
semester. These are people that you normally
wouldn’t be able to find something out about
when passing them in the pine grove.

Hope prides itself in how everybody will
say hi to anybody and ask how they’re doing.
The one issue is that we don’t often extend
that friendship with another question or a
longer response.
I’m serious, and you know it too. The girl
in the computer lab you talked to last October was not doing “great” when you asked. If
you paid more attention to the frowning face after you went back to your Facebook, she would
have told you about her roommate troubles and
the need for prayer.
At the same time, you know how you were
stressing about which internship position
you should take this summer? Well listen, the
guy next to you in chapel last week (the one
who asked how your day was, yeah)--he did
both internships, and could have given you
some advice on your future plans.
OK, so both examples sound too great to
be true. But seriously, every person you rub
shoulders with is another human being with
stories. These stories could be ones that encourage you, or ones that you need to hear.
All it takes is somebody who cares a bit more
to ask them their story, and likewise, somebody who decides to share their story.
While that doesn’t mean you need to stop the
guy late for class sprinting across the pine grove,
I would hope you would take the time to ask the
right question when he’s standing next to you
waiting for food at the Kletz.
First Thessalonians 5:11 calls us, as members of a community of God, to “encourage
one another and build each other up.” In the
next few days and onwards, treat every conversation you have as one that you would
have coming back from semester break, and
see what conversations and even friendships
God creates.
So…. how was your break?
Now tell me what it was really like. May I
pray for you?

If there’s one thing I’ve learned in my short 19 1/2 years of life thus far,
it’s that people work wonders when they are inspired. I’ve seen capstones
written in a night; I’ve seen 30 pounds lost in a month; I’ve seen a bank
account double in size in just a week. We as people get our kicks from a
plethora of sources, but there’s one that trumps them all: music.
Have you ever watched a basketball game and wondered what was
booming in those ear buds to pump LeBron up? How about those magnificent artists who eloquently and deliberately throw paint to the canvas
as they rock out to jams only audible to their ears alone? Our inspirations
are our own little secrets to share only with our left and right ears…except
when writing a column about just that.
I’m here to share my secret inspirations with you—my gut-wrenching
lyrics of choice for a not-so-swell day, my pump up jams for those workout
nights, my melodic ballads for a better tomorrow and my passionate choruses for beautiful yesterdays. And I hope they inspire you in some way,
too. So, here goes.
When I’m searching for a life-defining lyric, which I do too often to admit, I always come back to the same one by Ani Difranco: “Art is why I get
up in the morning/ but my definition ends there/ it doesn’t seem fair/ that
I’m living for something I can’t even define…”
She touches on a universal truth: We all have a reason to get up in the
morning. I’m not talking the “if I skip Health Dy one more time, I’m failing” or the “my boss is going to kill me if I come in with bed head one
more time.” We all have, once again, an inspiration for our life and our days
greater than classes or work. Mine is art, and the want to live a creative life.
Yours might be God, and the want to live a good, godly life, or knowledge,
and the want to live an intelligent life.
But the harsh reality of our subconscious alarm clocks is that they often
lack definition. Do you remember learning about nouns in grade or middle
school? Nouns are a person, place, thing, or idea. I always neglected that
last category until it popped its fresh face into the scene around sixth grade
like one of those Whac-a-Moles that just won’t go down. Ideas are so abstract, so indefinite.
Ani Difranco taps into that human truth: that vague idea we have of our
inspiration and life’s work. It doesn’t seem fair. But if nothing else we can
find solace in our daily inspirations—our music, our art, our secrets for
muffled headphones alone.

Outside looking out

Reality of the hourglass
John Donkersloot
Guest Columnist

Every once in a while, a person receives
a perfectly unexpected perfect gift. Mine
came from Pottery Barn—this Christmas
my older brother gave me an hourglass.
Eleven inches tall and filled with white
sand, it sits on my desk. Often for no reason at all when I enter my room, I turn
the hourglass over and gravity slowly
pulls the sand from the top to the bottom. I’ll leave the room and come back to
find that the all of the sand is now resting
in the lower half of the hourglass. And
although I should not be, I am usually
taken aback by this observation.
Yes, I have a cell phone. Yes, a tiny
clock sits on the bottom right-hand corner of my computer screen. Yes, I have a

watch. Yet I am not surprised to see that
an hour had passed when looking down
at my phone. As a matter of fact, it is expected. A number changes, a “4” becomes
a “5”, an hour later. Another hour passes,
one of a long succession that stretches far
back into the past and far ahead into the
future.
Why, then, does the hourglass cause
me to be surprised? It communicates the
same message as the clock on my phone:
it is later than it was before. The reason
is that I can actually see that the time has
passed.
And this is the reality of the hourglass:
the time is passing by, much faster than
we know. Seconds that creep past us unnoticed turn into minutes. Minutes pass
by and turn into hours, hours days, and

days weeks. Soon enough a month has
passed by. And where has it all gone?
Time slowly passed from the top of
the hourglass to the bottom: we’ve left
the room and have returned to see that
the top is now empty. And we are taken
aback. We wonder to ourselves, what
happened?
What happened to the last month? Semester? Three and a half years? Where
has all the time gone? The time has slipped
through our fingers, just as the sand has
trickled through the opening from the
top to the bottom of the hourglass.
Time is the big fact that we all must
confront.
Many choose avoidance: “I will be
young forever.”
Others ignorance: “Time? What time?”
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And some obsess: “Where is my planner? I need to micromanage every minute of the next two months.”
Underneath responses to time lies
something much deeper. The ultimate
questions—questions of life and death,
faith and doubt—are inextricably linked
to our perception of time. Yes, we must
all confront the big fact that is time.
This is my last semester. I will not
choose avoidance or ignorance. Nor will
I obsess. I will not lament nor will I skip
for joy. I will calmly acknowledge the fact
that the time is passing (there is nothing
that I can do to stop it), and I will cherish
the time that is left. In light of the reality
of the hourglass, what else can I do?
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This Week In Sports
Wednesday
Mens Basketball

Jan. 19

vs. Adrian at 7:30 p.m.

Friday
Hockey
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Hope students travel to Park City, Utah
was a huge success,” said Austin
Jule (’11).
Asst. Sports Editor
Each year the trip has been
held at a different ski resort. Past
In an annual trip organized
destinations have been Winter
by members of the CosmopoliPark, Steamboat, and Keystone,
all of which
are in Colorado. This
year, Park
City seemed
to perfectly
suit
the
needs of everyone.
“Everything was
in walking
distance
from our resort, including the lifts,
lockers,
ski rentals,
and lots of
cool restaurants,” Jule
said.
Students
stayed at the
Park Station
resort,
in
Photo Courtesy of Cristiellen Zarvas
which each
Shreddin’ the slopes— Hope students stop for a snapshot at the top of the
condo fit six
mountain (left to right): Kara Dornbusch (’12), CristiEllen Zarvas (’13), Jill Washingpeople.
ton (’12) and Micanna Hutchinson (’13).
E a c h
Charlotte Park

Jan. 21

vs. Detroit Mercy at 8:30 p.m.

Saturday
Jan. 22
Women’s Basketball
vs. Alma at 3 p.m.

Hockey
vs. Central Florida at 8:30 p.m.

In Brief
Women’s swimming/Diving takes quad meet
The women’s swimming and
diving team dominated the Illionios-Michigan meet Jan. 15
with a whopping 547 points,
leaving Kalamazoo, Lake Forest and Wheaton in their wake.
Sophomore Libby Westrate
swam hard for the Hope squad,
winning both the 50-yard freestyle (24.63) and the 100-yard
freestyle (54.21). Ashley Jasperse
(’11) and Kyleigh Sheldon (’13)
also proved themselves as tough
competitors, co-captain Jasperse
winning the 200-yard butterfly
(2:13.24) and teammate Sheldon
taking the 3 meter dive (256.00).

MIAA
Players of the week
Basketball
Will Bowser
Forward

Men’s swimming/diving
places second in quad
meet
With 603 points, the men’s
swimming and diving team
trailed first place Kalamazoo by
nearly a 50-point deficit. First
place finishes were found in Jeffrey Shade (’12) in the 1000-yard
free (10:09.97); Nicholas Hazekamp (’13) in the 200-yard backstroke (1:57.69); Patrick Frayer
(’12) in the 50-yard free (21.95);
Joshua Grabijas (’13) in the 500yard free (4:52.77); and Michael
Heydlauff (’14) in the 1 meter
dive (260.45).
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tan fraternity, more than 40 Hope
students traveled to Park City,
Utah during Christmas break for
a week of skiing and hanging out
with friends.
“Overall, I would say the trip

condo included a living room
with a fireplace, a kitchen, and
three separate bedrooms.
The trip was offered to students at $425, which included six
days and five nights of lodging
and skiing.
“Money wise, the trip was an
excellent deal,” said Cristi Ellen
Zarvas (’13).
It was “college week” in Park
City, so there were a variety of
different activities open for students to attend at night, including
concerts and dance parties.
“One of my favorite parts of
the trip was going to the Ying
Yang Twins concert,” said Allie
Getz (’13).
Also available to students was
a 24-hour shuttle, which took
people around the town.
Overall, the skiing, variety of
night activities, and prime location made the trip to Park City an
unbeatable experience for everyone who attended.
“I would definitely consider
traveling there again next year,”
said Zarvas.
“Park City was beautiful, easy
to get around, and very college
friendly, with great shopping,
dining and night life. I had an absolute blast.”

Star player steps off court and focuses on school
Jolene Jeske
Sports Editor

One cannot measure the importance each individual makes
to a team, but one certainly can
measure the success of a team
from one season to the next.
Men’s Hope basketball last
season was booming, and star
player Peter Bunn (’12) was a key
reason.
With hopes of last season’s
success for the 2010-11 season,
the team took a big hit. In the
first game of the season against
Davenport University, Hope’s
starting line up took the court
and fans noticed. All Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic Association pick and starting guard, Peter Bunn was missing from the
line up.
Bunn apparently played last
basketball season with an undiagnosed concussion and a dislocated wrist. The struggle Bunn
faced this season has no definite

explanation, but lingering effects
from the concussion seem to be
the answer.
“I noticed focus changes in
Peter, especially in the classroom,” says Coach Matt Neil.
According to Bunn, after the
concussion from the previous
season he endured headaches
that made reading course material hard to focus on. Faculty and
academic personal stepped in
for Bunn, offering him guidance
and support. What seemed to be
the solution at the time didn’t
solve much.
After weeks of medical tests
and no answers Bunn, his family,
doctors and the coaching staff
sat down for a meeting after the
team trip to Florida. Neil said,
“It was in [Bunn’s] best interest
and Hope basketball’s to not let
him play. After making the decision with everyone who was
involved, it was much easier for
the team to move on. We had
closure.”
After the decision was made,
Coach Neil focused on filling a
void: finding players that could
contribute the same leadership as Bunn had. “We moved
around guys, divided minutes
and forced the men to step up
their play,” says Neil about the
remaining players.
After the team’s trip to Florida, players Will Bowser (’11) and
David Krombeen (’12) stepped
up their game leading the
Dutchmen in scoring and opening the team’s record to 10 wins
and 5 losses. With new leaders
established and players elevating
their game, the team is moving
forward.

Photo Courtesy of hope PR

snap to the past— Peter Bunn (‘12) drives through the
lane in last season’s game against Calvin.
As Bunn steps off the court
and into the classroom, many
are probably wondering if his
Hope basketball career is over.
Rest assured, number 44 will be
back on the court next season,
and Bunn will be in that jersey,
suiting up for the game he loves.
In the meantime, Bunn will
stay involved with men’s basketball by serving as a student assistant to the men’s junior varsity.
“We definitely wanted to keep
Peter involved and help him become more of a vocal leader. This
time off will get him back on
track with class work and allow

him to bring his accomplishments
back on the court,” said Neil.

Demonstrated by the team itself, the loss of a player like Bunn
doesn’t leave a team in despair
and hopelessness, but in a state
of rebuilding and re-characterizing. Hope men’s basketball didn’t
lose a team member, but gained
a student assistant with passion
for the game of basketball.
As the season makes midway,
Neil will help prepare the team
for their game against Adrian
College on Jan. 19 and against
Calvin in the coming Jan. 29
game.
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